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women awdadre




women aware
iIs committed to
a vision of a
just society.

Our mission is to end domestic violence in the
lives of men, women and children and to change
societal attitudes and institutions that promote
and condone violence, through public policy
advocacy, education and programs and services
that promote lives free of abuse.

Front Cover: Women Aware’s Candlelight Vigil held in honor of Domestic Violence Awareness Month (October).

Back Cover: A child residing in the Safe House enjoys his first baseball game. United (r"‘
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Executive Director’'s Message

“The one who blesses others is abundantly blessed”

Dear Friends,

Women Aware is committed to serve those
impacted by domestic violence in Middlesex
County, New Jersey. Our initiatives continue to
grow out of the challenges our clients face as they
negotiate safety for themselves and their children.
Our exceptional team empowers families by
offering a safe refuge, counseling and advocacy.
Most of all we give them hope for a brighter day,
a better future. In 2014, we served over 2,000
clients across all programs and leveraged over one million dollars in client
assistance.

The financial health of the agency continues to grow strong. Our net
income has accelerated, total assets have grown by 20%, and equity - a key
measure for the agency’s long-term health - continues to climb at a rate of
15%. In summary, ships like ours take time to set course. We have made
that turn and we continue to head forward into a brighter horizon.

At Women Aware, we trust that it is best to pick up a servant’s towel rather
than a king’s crown. We thank you for your continued commitment to
our families as they move beyond abuse. As one father in our Batterers’
Intervention Program put it, “Thank you for helping me be a better dad
to my kids”. Indeed, Women Aware is committed to a violence free today.
This is our legacyj; this is your Gift.

God Bless,

A

Phyllis Adams
Executive Director
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Women Aware Board Members and Executive Director showing their support
for the 20th anniversary of the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA,).

“l can’t wait to start volunteering for Women Aware!”
- New Volunteer

Volunteers are an integral part of our mission to end domes-

tic violence. Working around the clock, 365 days a year, they
provide childcare, meet victims at police stations, cook, help
women in court, ease our administrative burden, and undertake
construction projects. They serve on the Board, provide pro
bono legal assistance, guide homework clubs, and assist with
special projects. Our volunteers are all around us, helping us

do our work better. In 2014 Women Aware volunteers offered
over 6,000 hours of service to Women Aware. Our volunteers are
deeply committed to bringing about change in the lives of those
in need - they are our most valued resource.

Doris Wickel, recipient of a volunteer award at the 2014 Night of Celebration
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The Year in Pictures
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“f* Top: Executive Director Phyllis Adams with

Board President Diane Palmer and Board
Secretary Patty Whitehouse at a mini fundraiser
hosted by the Board.

Left: A Volunteer prepares to wrap gifts at the
Holiday Shop; Staff bring toys for children;
Applause for volunteers at the Night of
Celebration.

Bottom: A child in the PALS program expresses
her emotions by imagining her ideal superhero.
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Top: Executive Director Phyllis Adams with
Assemblywoman Nancy Pinkin.

Right: Women Aware recognizes volunteers

at the 2014 Night of Celebration: The Inspira
Dance Team after a sparkling performance;
New Brunswick Mayor James Cahill, Freeholder
Charles Tomaro, Sheriff Mildred Scott and
Freeholder H. James Polos; Freeholder Kenneth
Armwood mingles with elected officials and
volunteers; Philoptochos Society members
accept a volunteer award.

Bottom: Staff applauds after the event.



Our Work

All services at Women Aware are provided in English and Spanish

“If the rest (of the domestic violence programs in NJ) are like Women Aware, then | know NJ is rocking it out of the
park!”
- Auditor Angela H. Yannelli, after a federal site visit from the Division of Family Violence Prevention & Services.

Hotline

“Thank you for LIFE!”
- Hotline Caller

The Women Aware Hotline is the gateway to our
services. Available 24 hours a day and 365 days
ayear, it provides crisis counseling and infor-
mation about resources and referrals. Calls may
be made anonymously and communication is
kept confidential.

We greatly improved our hotline capacity last
year by upgrading the phone system to handle
up to six crisis calls simultaneously.

HOUSING
Safe House

“The staff was more like a family.”
“l just want to say thank you, your kindness and
support really helped me change my life!”

- Safe House Residents

The Safe House is an emergency shelter in an
undisclosed location, and the only one for
domestic violence victims in Middlesex County.
Itis a 24-bed, handicapped accessible house,
staffed 24 hours, and provides shelter for up to
ten families. It is a safe, home-like environment
that offers women and children solace and
comfort during a difficult time. The Safe House
staff provides food, transportation, support
groups, resources and referrals, and safety
planning. We also offer activities like trauma
sensitive yoga, Homework Club, movie nights,
and park outings.

Staff were asked to capture Women Aware’s work in

‘six word stories’. Here are some of them:

Home improvement was on the agenda at the
Safe House last year. We installed hardwood
floors and new doors, replaced the handi-
capped access ramp, and upgraded the security
system, greatly improving the living experience
of residents.

Permanent Supportive
Housing

“This is a dream come true!”
- Resident, on entering the fully furnished apart-
ment

The Permanent Supportive Housing Program is
a pioneering program - the first and only one
of its kind in New Jersey. It is designed to pro-
vide affordable housing to victims of domestic
violence and their children once their imme-
diate crisis is over and they are ready to leave
the Safe House. Case managers help to connect
families to the full range of services that best fit
their needs including counseling, healthcare,
education, and training. The program’s goal

is to assist survivors in reaching their fullest
potential by providing innovative, communi-

ty based services that promote independent
living.

In 2014, residents made great strides towards
independent living and economic empower-
ment. Two residents were awarded scholar-
ships to attend Middlesex County College. One
hopes to work in the medical field and the other
in accounting. For both, this is a first step to-
wards their long term goals of becoming profes-
sionals. Another resident is pursuing her GED.

“Empowering victims to move past abuse.”
- Allyson Guzman, PALS Intern




COUNSELING

PALS (Peace: A Learned

Solution)
Children’s Counseling Program

“This is my safe place.”
- PALS Art Therapy Participant

“I'want my kids to be able to cope with anger and
sadness the right way.”
- Mother

PALS offers creative arts therapy to children
traumatized by domestic violence. Trained
therapists help children process their feelings
through art and movement, with a goal to im-
proving their emotional and behavioral func-
tioning.

In 2014, PALS implemented monthly Family
Nights, incorporating movement and creative
arts therapy to help mothers and children
strengthen their relationship.

Support Groups

“It has helped me think that I’m not worthless. |
have more respect for myself now.”
- Support Group Participant

Victims of domestic violence often experience
isolation, depression and the loss of self-
esteem. Support groups provide a safe space
for participants to share experiences with those
in similar situations, overcome their fear, cope
with trauma, and feel validated.

In 2014, we conducted a financial workshop
for support group participants, training them
on budgeting and banking. A grant from the
Allstate Foundation allowed us to further
strengthen this theme through the use of their

Economic Empowerment curriculum.

“Listen, connect, empower. Your stories matter.”

- Melissa Kaban, Movement Therapist

2014 At A Glance
Program/Units 2014

Hotline Calls 5,451
Safe House Clients 201

Bed Nights 8,212
Meals Served

28,585
Legal Advocacy Clients 1,057
PALS Children Served 14
Support Group Clients 214

Batterers’ Intervention
Clients 102

Community Education
Presentations 87

Volunteer Hours 6,000

Batterers’ Intervention

Program

“I'm a father - my daughter’s going to look
to me for how a man should act. IfI don’t
act the right way, she’s going to try to find
security from some clown on the street when
she gets older.”

- Program Participant

The Batterers’ Intervention Program is a
pilot program with the Department of Chil-
dren and Families, Division of Child Protec-
tion and Permanency (DCP&P). Through
counseling, the program stresses the values
of responsibility, accountability, and father-
hood.

Last year, seven groups completed the pro-
gram. Robert Baran, the program supervi-
sor, was selected to present this successful
program at the Second Annual ‘Safe and
Together’ Model Symposium.

Continued on next page...




Our Work, Continued

Continued from previous page...

Legal Advocacy

“I got my hope back!”
- Legal Advocacy Client

Legal advocates assist victims with exploring
their options, understanding their legal rights,
obtaining restraining orders, court preparation,
and court accompaniment. Free legal clinics are
offered for victims of domestic violence where
pro bono family law attorneys are available to
provide individual consultation. Legal work-
shops are also held regularly.

Last year, our pro bono attorneys provided
$60,000 worth of legal services to victims.

Outreach and Community
Education

“This was such an amazing experience and so
eye opening”
- 40-Hour Training Participant

Providing information about domestic violence,
its consequences and how to assist victims is

an important tool for prevention. We achieve
this through outreach at community events and
meetings. We also provide professional domes-
tic violence training to various groups including
Domestic Violence Response Teams attached to
police departments around Middlesex County.

Last year, we trained a record number of new
volunteers at our 40-hour Domestic Violence
Training.

Media

In 2014, Women Aware staff were interviewed
by News 12, Princeton TV, NPR, Magic 98.3, and
NJ.com to share their expertise on issues rang-
ing from domestic violence services to violence
in the NFL.

Domestic Violence Liaison

“I can see it in your eyes that it is not just a job for
you, but your life’s work. Thank You!”
- Program Client

The Domestic Violence Liaison program is a col-
laborative effort to strengthen service coordina-
tion between Women Aware and New Jersey’s
Department of Children and Families, Division
of Child Protection and Permanency (DCP&P) in
Middlesex County.

Last year, our domestic violence liaisons devel-
oped and conducted a series of trainings on the
interaction between mental health and domes-
tic violence. Over 300 caseworkers and supervi-
sors were trained as part of this effort.
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“I have the right not to be abused”

“Women Aware helps victims move forward.”

- Angela Santana, Receptionist




Finances

REVENUE Revenues 2014
(In $S000’s)
2014 2013
Government $1,971 $1,821
Foundations/Corporate 240 233
Gifts In Kind 67 90
Individual Giving 83 72
Other Income 66 24
Total Revenue $2,426 $2,270
= Government m Foundations/Corporate
Gifts In Kind m Individual Giving
Other Income
EXPENSES Expenses 2014
(In $S000’s)
2014 2013
Program (Non-Residential)  $809 $902
Program (Residential) 884 717
General/Administrative 536 475
Total Expenses $2,230 $2,094

m Program(Non-Residential)
m Program (Residential)
General/Administrative

“Providing support and compassion. Changing Lives.”

- Sonia Watson, Legal Advocate




Funding
Partners

The Allstate Foundation
Emergency Food & Shelter
National Board Program
FedEx Corporation
The IOLTA Fund of the Bar of New Jersey
Karma Foundation
The Mary Bradof Foundation
The Mary Kay Foundation
Middlesex County Board of
Chosen Freeholders
Middlesex County Department
of Community Services
New Jersey Department of Agriculture
New Jersey Department of
Children & Families
New Jersey Department of
Community Affairs
New Jersey Department of
Law & Public Safety
The Provident Bank Foundation
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
United Way of Central Jersey
Verizon Foundation
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Donors
$5,000 +

Maidenform Inc.
Sandy Soriano

$1,000 to $4,999

Anonymous

Bank of America

Catholic Daughters of America

Elite Team, LLC

Jason S. Camilo, Esq.

Jessica Oppenheim

Joseph & Mary Ann Del Guercio

Liquid Church

Matthew & Jeanette Flannery

Neeta Patel

Plainsboro DVRT

Ruth Hague

Trinity Presbyterian Church
(East Brunswick)

UBS Financial Services, Inc.

$35,000

DOLLARS

verizon

$500 to $999

Anonymous

Bruce & Judith Bush

David Tsui

Diane Palmer

Dvorak & Associates, LLC

Gannett Foundation Matching
Gifts Program

Gayle Stein

Henry & Patricia Hunt

Johnson & Johnson Health
Care Systems

Joseph & Charlotte Camarota

Kirk & Laura Bonamici

Kiwanis Club of New Brunswick

Linda Hrycenko

Michael Debellis

Patricia Whitehouse

Prudential Foundation
Matching Gifts Program

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

Rutgers College Student Activities

Scott Deering

Shalese Johnson

Tamara Guillou

Tina Dave

United Methodist Church
At New Brunswick

YangE. Lu

Up to $499
Abraham & Barbara Osofsky
Allan & Sandra Futernick
Allan Greenberg
American Institute of Certified
Public Accountants
Amina Adams
Angela Peer
Ann Shamy
Anna Ricciardelli
Anshe Emeth Memorial Temple
Anthony’s Plumbing Heating
& Cooling Inc.
Antonio & Pamela DeLosSantos
Arlyne DeSena
Arp Trivedi
Audrey Seif
AWT Environmental Services
Barbara Baier
Barbara Howard
Barbara Nicol
Dr. Barbara Tomlinson
BCB Community Bank (Bayonne)
Beth Binde

“Changing lives by giving survivors hope.”

- Gissell Reyes, Case Worker




Beth Stuckey

Blanche Darab

Brian Ruiz

Brigette Valentin

Brook Barny

Cardinal Health Foundation, Inc.

Carl Branciforte

Carl Pray & Mary Forsberg

Carol Freedman

Carol Greenberg

Caroline Dorcey

Catherine Bull

Catherine Bush

Cathy Capozzi

Charles Cohen

Charles Eason

Christina Burlew

Christine Clayton

Church Women United of
New Brunswick

Colgate

Damaris Ortiz

Deborah Fredericks

Diane Ruth Miller

Donna Hughes

Douglas Schoenberger

East Brunswick Jewish Center

Edward Cross

Eileen Braido

Elizabeth Hahn

Elizabeth Hance

Ernest & Jeanne Barsamian

Fee & Carmen Yee

First Presbyterian Church
(South Amboy)

First Reformed Church (New Brunswick)

G. W. Connections

Genevieve Jarvis

George’s Road Baptist Church

Georgia Weiner

Gil Meierhans

Greater Brunswick Junior Woman'’s Club

Helen McCoy

Hugo & Margery Golin

Ida Howell

IFF

Jason LaViscount

Jeff Scott

Jewel Pasler

Joan Bramson

Joan Gartenberg

Joanne Vitanza

Jodi Flynn

John & Anne Wallwork

John & Karen Keithler

John Quinn

Johnson & Johnson Family
of Companies

Joseph & JoAnn Gornicz

Joseph Cox

Joseph Sofield

Joyce Glasgold

Judith Ambrus

Judith Gardner

Judith Storch

Judy Braverman

Judy Richman

Judy Taylor

Kalman & Janet Barson

Kate Geier

Katherine Guyton

Kathleen Frisch

Kim James

Kirk Badini

Kristen Anderson

Kristina Bischof

Larissa Petillo

Laura Rossano

Laura Walshin

Laury Hamilton

Lighthouse Christian Fellowship

Linda Hackett

Linda Russell

Linda Tamburri

Lisa Meadowcroft

Local # 195 Women’s Committee

Lorin Moredecai

Marge Russo

Maria J. Elshamy

Marilyn Jeris

Marion Keller

Mark & Sara Pruce

Marsha Beatty

Marsha Salmon

Martin Goldberg

Mary A. Zagar

Mary Connolly

Mary Kayden

Matthew & Diane Feldman

Maura Kelly

Melanie Weiser

Merck Partnership for Giving

Michael Mclaughlin

Michele Fabriele

Middlesex County Bar Foundation

Middlesex High School

Milltown Quilters

Miramar

Moises Castillo

Monica Neufang

My Tribute Gift Foundation

Nancy Beardslee

Nancy Drumright

“Ending domestic violence for future generations.”

- Valli Smith, Safe House Intern

Nancy Smith

National Association of Social Workers

Palmer Tanno Agency, Inc.

Pamela Hoffman

Patricia Mignella

Patrick & Diane Brennan

Patti Nelson

Paul Martin

Paula Bennett

Penny Vogt

Peter Heimann

Pfizer Foundation Matching
Gifts Program

Phyllis Adams

Phyllis Boyer

Pramila Ramteke

Progressive Lodge No. 17

Rafael Buaron

Ramona Sweeney

Raymond & Monica Eppinger

Renee Scarano

Richard Barfuss

Richard Belden

Richard Levinson

Robert & Laura Gowin

Robert Wood Johnson University
Hospital Nurses

Roger & Nancy Allen

Rutgers Student Volunteer Council

Rutgers Women’s Leadership Initiative

Sakula Yoga Studio, LLC

Samuel Bell

Sandia Royal

Sandra Cabrera

Sara Bluhm

Sara Tagert

Sarah Hurtig

Schechner Lifson Corporation

Shiow-Lan Wang

Shirley Wanetek

Simpson United Methodist Church

Six Mile Run Reformed Church

Skip & Alan Drumm

Sol Heckelman

Sonja Eilenberger

Steven & Barbara Garsh

Susan Baron

Sylvia Lipman

Tamara Horn

Theresa Mccutcheon

Theresa Vanderbilt-Whitman

Theresa Ward

Thomas & Jennifer Bornkamp

Thomas Schlatter

Toni Stern

Uma Subramarian

Unitarian Society of Plainfield




Uri & Carole L Poller
Valencia Lynch
Vandana Bhanote
Verna Ludwig

Virginia Pachman
Virginia Patrick
William & Elaine Flynn
William Conklin

Donors
(In-Kind)

AARP #4866

ADM Corporation

Adorn Yourself

African Methodist Episcopal
Church (South Orange)

Alpha Chi Omega

Angela Peer

Angela Santana

Anna Scilmeca

Annette Bortone

Annette Madison

Anonymous

Anshe Emeth Memorial Temple

Arlene Grossman

Barbara Baier

Barbara Markowitz

Barbara McCloskey

Barnes & Noble Booksellers
(East Brunswick)

Barnes & Noble Booksellers
(North Brunswick)

Barry Haberman

Bath & Body Works (Woodbridge)

Betty Vaju

Blendtec

Bonnie Lyons

Bonnie Wasielewski

Borrus, Goldin, Foley

Brandeis National Committee
(East Brunswick)

Brandeis National Committee
(North Brunswick)

Brearose Smith

Brian & Elena Primost

Bright Horizons

Brittney Lee

Brunswick Urgent Care Staff RN

Capital One Bank (North Brunswick)

Capital One Bank (Richmond, VA)
Carol Karaffa

Caroline Dorcey

Catherine Joseph-Emmanuel
Catholic Charities

Central Elementary School
Staff (East Brunswick)
Chipotle Restaurant (North Brunswick)
Christina Burlew
Christina Mulvihill
Christine Clayton
Christine McGrath
Colleen Carey
Congressman Frank Pallone Jr.
Conklin United Methodist Church
Councilmember Nancy Pinkin
Cub Scouts Pack #53 Our Lady of Peace
Darlene Mitchell Scheiderich
Dawn Saber & Friends
Deborah Miller
Debra Sullivan
Desiree Willams-Brown
Diana Murillo
Diana Taggert
Diane Palmer
Diane Ruth Miller
Dish Network
East Brunswick Jewish Center
East Brunswick Woman’s Club
Edi Mayerson
Elizabeth Horvath-Giza
Emma L. Arleth Elementary School
Erin Kaplan
Ethics Unit at Rutgers Biomedical
& Health Science
Eve Scheiner
Evelyn Markulic
Evelyn Schenesky
Faith Temple Christian Church
Famous Dave’s (New Brunswick)
Fink Rosner Ershow-Levenberg, LLC
First Reformed Church (New Brunswick)
Frances Gretkowski
Franco Manufacturing
Frank Dugan Elementary School
Franklin Township Food Bank
G. W. Connections
Gallus Pharmaceuticals
George’s Road Baptist Church
Girl Scout Troop # 80544
Gitterman Wealth Management
Gloria Zastko Realtors

Good Day Preschool & Kindergarten
Greater Brunswick Area Woman'’s Club
Greater Brunswick Junior Woman'’s Club
Greek Orthodox Church of St. George
Heads to Tails Grooming
Hedy Herr
Heidi Atkinson
Helen Mundy
Herlie & Kelli Velez
Highland Park Conservative Temple
Humanscale Corporation
Hyatt Regency New Brunswick
|IEEE
IFF
Irene Bodrogi
Jahyun Kim
James Matey
Jan Rodriguez
Jane Cosmetics
Jane Steel
Janet Carrato
J-A-W Super Cleaning Services
Jennifer Lucarello
Jewish Federation of Greater
Middlesex County
Jewish Women International
JFK Pediatric Rehabilitation
Joan Casarella
Joan Nixon
Joe James
Johanne Berrius
John Sullivan Jr.
Johnson & Johnson Health
Care Systems
Judd Elementary
Judith Gonzalez
Judy Schanzer
Kamakshi Krishnan
Karen Farias
Karen Toth
Katheryn Sweeney
Kathleen Ferrara
Kathy Ashton
Kelli Pomphrey
Kellie Peterson
Kelsey Porcek
Khadija Baig

“We provide safety to those without.”

- Maliha Janjua, PALS Supervisor




Kim Davey

Kirk Badini

Krantz Dental Care

Kris Mescher

Kris Pocaro

Kristin Welch

Kristine Kadela

Lambda lota Chapter 271 of Sigma
Theta Tau International

Laura Matey

Laura Schafer

Linda Hrycenko

Linda Razzano

Linda Van Derveer

Linwood Middle School

Local # 195 Women’s Committee

L’'Oreal USA

Lyndhurst Senior Citizens Group

Madison Kravitz

Maidenform Inc.

Maliha Janjua

Maneesha Kelkar

Manuelli Rodriguez

Margie Ferrer

Maria Betanzos

Maria Cygan

Maria Simao

Marshalls

Mary Kay

Matthew Flannery

MedExpress Urgent Care
(East Brunswick)

Meena Waran

Memorial Elementary School
& PTA (East Brunswick)

Memorial School Student
Council (East Brunswick)

Metuchen-Edison Woman’s Club

Michael Vinogradsky

Milltown VFW Post

Monroe Township Hadassah
Monroe Township Jewish Center
Nancy Drumright

Nancy Veduin

National Association of Social Workers

Nelson Li

New Jersey Division of Disability
Determination Staff

Nicole Sullivan

North Brunswick Township High School

Old Bridge Middle School

Olive Garden (East Brunswick)

Our Lady of Peace Church

Our Lady of Victorias Church

Parsons Elementary School

Pat Basile

Patricia Mignella

Patricia Raya

Patricia Whitehouse

Patti Zhang

Paul Martin

Phyllis Adams

PRIDE MCEA

Prince Martial Arts

Project Provisions

QualCare, Inc.

Raritan Valley IMA

ReMax (Somerset)

Renee Brown

Renee Mink

Rick Campopiano

Robert Baran

Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospital

Ronald Watt

Rutgers Against Hunger

Rutgers Cooperative Extension

Rutgers Eta Sigma Gamma

Rutgers Student Volunteer Council

Rutgers University-Alternative Breaks

Ruth-Ann Breitier

Samuel Bradford

Sandra Kennedy

Sandra Soriano

Sandy Aoteong

Sara Fleischer-Todd

Sarah Ghoshal

Sarah Kaiser

Sarah McMahon-Cannizzo

Sayreville DVRT

Sayreville Girl Scouts

Sayreville/South Amboy Girl Scouts

Sayuri Gomez

Seavey Scalzo

Selena Minieri

Senator Nickilee Gurovich

Sheila Sullivan

Shirley Osipov

Sisters Beyond the Badge

Soma Intimates

Sonia Watson

Sonya Coleby

St. Barnabas Episcopal Church
(Monmouth Junction)

St. Joseph High School

Staff of Middlesex County
Workforce Development

Suranjoy Hazarika

Susan Baron

Susan Graves

Susan Kaplan

Temple Sholom of Scotch
Plains/Fanwood

Terry Doremus

The Center for Professional
Advancement

The Learning Experience
(East Brunswick)

The Martin and Edith Stein
Assisted Living Residence

The State Theater

Thomas Sullivan Il

TW Metals

UMDNJ Ethics & Compliance Dept

United Way of Central Jersey

Verizon Employees

Victoria’s Secret (Menlo Park Mall)

Victoria’s Secret (Woodbridge)

Vill Pough

Williams-Sonoma (Monroe Township)

Woman’s Club of Cranbury

Women'’s Club Renaissance

Michelle Castro
Michelle Scanlon
Mike Pascucci

Rutgers Foundation for the Internationa ~ Woodbridge Transportation
Medical Relief of Children Yvette Robichaud
Rutgers Muslim Student Association

“Women Aware saves lives every day.”

- Phyllis Adams, Executive Director




Donate
Online: www.womenaware.net/donate

By Mail: 250 Livingston Avenue
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

250 Livingston Avenue
New Brunswick, NJ 08901
www.womenaware.net

24-Hour Hotline: (732) 249-4504
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